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Why Democracy?

 

Cons of Democracy

 

Leaders keep changing in a democracy leading to instability

Democracy is all about political competition and power play, leaving no scope for morality

Many people have to be consulted in a democracy that leads to delays

Elected leaders do not know the best interest of the people, resulting in bad decisions

Democracy leads to corruption since it is based on electoral competition

Ordinary people don’t know what is good for them; they should not decide anything

From these arguments, we can see that democracy of the kind we see, may not be the ideal form

of government. However, we will see if democracy is better than other forms of government that

are there for us to choose from.

 

Arguments in Favour of Democracy

 

A democratic government is a better government because it is a more accountable form of

government: Take the example of India and China famines in 1958-1961. While China was hit

badly, India did not fare as badly, despite its economic condition. Reason for this could be that

India responded to the food scarcity in a way that the Chinese government did not. Here, we see

that democracy is better than any other form of government in responding to the needs of the

people.

 

Democracy improves the quality of decision-making: Democracy is based on consultation and

discussion. A democratic decision always involves many people, discussions and meetings and

they are able to point out possible mistakes in any decision. This may take time. However, the

advantage of taking time over important decisions is that it reduces the chances of rash or

irresponsible decisions.

 

Democracy provides a method to deal with differences and conflicts: In any society, people are

bound to have differences of opinions and interests. These differences are particularly more in a

country like ours with amazing social diversity. People belong to different regions, speak different



languages, practise different religions and have different castes. The preferences of one group

can clash with those of other groups. How do we resolve such a conflict? Democracy provides the

only peaceful solution to this problem. In a democracy, no one is a permanent winner or loser.

Different groups can live with one another peacefully.

 

Democracy enhances the dignity of citizens: Democracy is based on the principle of political

equality. It recognises that the poorest and the least educated have the same status as the rich

and the educated.

 

Democracy is better than other forms of government because it allows us to correct our own

mistakes: Even if no government can guarantee that no mistakes will be made, in a democracy

one can be sure that it will not be hidden for too long. It makes space for public discussion on

these mistakes. There is also room for correction. Rulers have to change their decisions or they

could themselves be changed.

 

Thus, we can correctly infer that while democracy may not be the solution to all problems, it is still

clearly better than any other alternatives.
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